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CECV Statement of Commitment to Child Safety

A safe, nurturing and empowering culture for all children
and young people in Catholic schools.

This staterment has been updated in light of the revised Child Safe Standards coming into effect from

1 July 2022 and the supporting Ministenal Order No. 1359.

Every person, created in the image and likenass of God, iz unique and has an intrinsic and inafienable dignity
(Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangslization 2020, n. 379).

The Catholic Educaton Commission of Viciona Lid (CECV) noids the care, safiety and welbaing of children and young
peopie as a central and fundamental responsbiity of Catholic education. This cOMMiment is drawn from and inherent 10 the
taaching and mission of Jesus Chrict, with love, justics and the sanctity of sach human person at the naart of the gospel.

This statement is intended to reaffirm the central focus on child safety across Catholc education in Victona, buit

around a unfisd understanding of the moral imperative and ovararching commitments that undarpin our drive for

continual improvemsnt, and embedding a culture of ‘no tolerance’ for child abuse in Our SCNEOIS and organisations.
The characteristic element of the Cathalic achool, in addition to pursuing ‘cuftural goals and the human formation
of youth’, consists in creating ‘for the achool community a special atmasphere animated by the Gospel spirit of
freedom and charity”. To this end, the Catholic school aims ... “to order the whole of human culture to the news
of salvation so that the knowledge the sfudents gradually acquire of the world, life and [humanity] is illumined by
faith”. In this way, the Catholic school prepares pupils to exercise their freedom responsibly, forming an sttitude of
openneas and solidarity (Congregation for Catholic Education 2022, n. 16).

Tne CECV has a universal expactation for the protection of children. I is resolutely commitied to ensuring that ail
those engaged in Catholic education in Victoria promote the inherant dignity of children and young peopie, and their
fundamental right to be respacted and nurtursd in a safe school envilcnment.

Cathoiic schools have a mordl, legal and mission-drven respensitility 10 create nurturing school environments, whers
all children and young people ars racpected and have agency, their voioss are heard, and they are safe and feel safs.
The CECV recognises that some chikdren and young people ars more vulnsrabie than cthers, and commits 1o providing
the cars and services requirad tO Support them and their familiss, and to snsure their safty within all Catholic schools.

Catholic 5chools viill taks prompt action to have any alegations of abuss concerning children and young peopie
appropriately referrsd and investigated when raised. Whils the context and reality at sach Cathoisc school vill aiffer,
the fundamental issues of understanding effective practicss in child safety, and identifying and responding o child
harm remain the sams. All SChools must Strive for continual IMprovement that is responsive 10 emerging thinking,
&\idencs and praciice, S0 as {0 eliminate the potential for abuss to ocCur.

Creating chid-safe school emvironmeants is a dynamic process that involves active participation and responsibiy Dy
5Chool governing authoritiss, SChools, families and their communities. It is marked by collaboration, vigilance and
proactive approaches across policies, procedurss, Curriculum and practices.

Every psrson involved in Cathoiic egucation has a responcibility o understand the important and speciic roie they
piay indivicually and colisCively to snsure that the safety and wellbsing of childrsn and young peopie ic at the
forgfront o all they 0o and every decision they make.
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